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Ashish Bhandari Lord Mahavir was the twenty fourth and last Tirthankara of the Jain religion of this era. Ac-
VICE PRESIDENT cording to Jain philosophy, all Tirthankaras were human beings but they have attained a state
of perfection or enlightenment through meditation and self-realization. They are the Gods of

Source: http://www.jainuniversity.org

Rajan Vora Jains. The concept of God as a creator, protector, and destroyer of the universe does not exist

TREASURER in Jainism. Also the idea of God's reincarnation as a human being to destroy the demons is not
accepted in Jainism.

Bipin Kapadia

JOINT TREASURER Lord Mahavir was born on the thirteenth day of rising moon of Chaitra month, 599 B.C. in the

) state of Bihar, India. This day falls in the month of April as per English calendar. His birthday
Nitesh Mehta is celebrated as Mahavir Jayanti day.
SECRETARY
Ni Mabhavir was a prince and was given the name Vardhaman by his parents. Being son of a king,
irdesh Oswal 3 s

he had many worldly pleasures, comforts, and services at his command. But at the age of
DIRECTOR thirty, he left his family and royal household, gave up his worldly possessions, and become a
Hemal Solanki monk in search of a solution to eliminate pain, sorrow, and sufferings.

DIRECTOR Mahavir spent the next twelve and half years in deep silence and meditation to conquer his
Himanshu Ajmera desires, feelings, and attachments. He carefully avoided harming or annoying other living
DIRECTOR beings including animals, birds, and plants. He also went without food for long periods. He
—_— was calm and peaceful against all unbearable hardships that he was given the name Mahavir,
Meena Shah meaning very brave and courageous. During this period, his spiritual powers fully developed
and at the end he realized perfect perception, knowledge, power, and bliss. This realization is
known as keval jnana or the perfect enlightenment.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Mahavir spent the next thirty years travelling on bare foot around India preaching to the peo-
CHIEF TRUSTEE ple the eternal truth he realized. The ultimate objective of his teaching is how one can attain
total freedom from the cycle of birth, life, pain, misery, and death, and achieve the permanent
blissful state of one's self. This is also known as liberation, nirvana, absolute freedom, or

Chetan Jhaveri

TRUSTEE Moksha.

Vinod Shah . : . '8 ; . '
Mahavir explained that from eternity, every living being (soul) due to its ignorance is in bond-

TRUSTEE age of karmic atoms. Then these karmic atoms are continuously accumulated by our good or

mShah, M.D. bad deeds. Under the influence of karma, the soul is habituated to seek pleasures in materialis-
tic belongings and possessions. This is the deep-rooted cause of self-centered violent

TRUSTEE thoughts, deeds, anger, hatred, greed, and such other vices. These result in further accumula-

m’ M.D. tion of karmas.

TRUSTEE Mahavir preached that right faith (samyak darshana), right knowledge (samyak jnana), and

m right conduct (samyak charitra) together is the real path to attain the liberation from karmic
matter of one's self.

TRUSTEE

Navin Shah
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Lord Mahaviyr
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The life span of Bhagwan Mahavir:
The concise division of the life span of Bhagwan Mahavir

Duration as householder 30 years

Life after initiation 42 years (and the same number of monsoon halts)
Life incognito Life 12 and a half years and fifteen days
after absolute 29 years five and a half months enlightenment

Total life span Complete seventy two years (according to the ancient Jain calendar)

Previous Birth of Venerable Bhagwan Mahavir:

1. Nayasara (Village headman), 15. God in Brahma heavenly world

2. God in the Saudharma heaven 16. Prince Vishvabhuti and observance of self-control

3. Prince Marichi 17. God in Shukra heavenly world

4- God in the fifth Brahmaloka 18. Triprushtha Vasudeva

5. Kaushika Brahraana 19. Seventh hell

6. Pushpamitra Brahmana 20. Lion

7. God in the Saudharma Heaven 21. Fourth hell

8. Agnidyota Brahmana 22. Human birth and renunciation

9. God in Ishana heavenly world 23. Universal ruler Priyamitra and renunciation

10. Agnibhuti Brahmana 24. God in the Mahashukra heavenly world

11. God in Sanatkumara heavenly world | 25. Prince Nandana, renunciation and binding of the tirt-
bankara namakarma

12. Bharadvaja Brahmana 26. God in the tenth heaven called Pranata

13. God in Mahendra heavenly world 27. Venerable ascetic Mahavira

14. Sthavara Brahmana
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Lord Mahavir
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Bhagwan Mahavir’s Family

Relation Name Place Gotra
First mother [Who bore the ini- Devananda Brahmanakundagrama| Jalandhara
tial embryo]
First Father Rushabhadatta Brahmanakundagrama Kodala
Mother Trishala Videha Janapada Vashishtha
Father Siddhartha Kshatriyakundagrama Kashyapa
Paternal Uncle Suparshva Kshatriyakundagrama Kashyapa
Elder Brother Nandivardhana Kshatriyakundagrama Kashyapa
Wife of the elder brother Jyestha Vaishali Vashishtha
Sister Sudarshana Kshatriyakundagrama | Vashishtha
Wife Yashoda Kshatriyakundagrama Kaundinya
Daughter Priyadarshana Kshatriyakundagrama Kashyapa
Son-in-law Jamah' Kshatriyakundagrama Kashyapa
Daughter's daughter Sheshavati Kshatriyakundagrama Kashyapa
Father-in-law Jitshatru Champanagar (Kaling) ---
Mother-in-law Yashodaya Champanagar (Kaling) ---
Maternal Uncle Chetak Vaishali ---
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Lord Mahaviyr
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Total Years of the Life-span of Ganadharas:

Sr. Name Years of his Years of his Years of his Total
No. of householders ascetic life ascetic life years of his
Ganadhara life before the after the life-Span
attainment of attainment of
kevalajnana kevalajnana
(omniscience) (omniscience)

01 Indrabhuti 50 30 12 92
02 Agnibhuti 46 12 16 74
03 Vayubhuti 42 10 18 70
04 Vyakta 50 12 18 80
05 Sudharma 50 42 8 100
06 Mandita 53 14 16 83
07 Mayuraputra 65 14 16 95
08 Akampita 48 9 21 78
09 Achalabhrata 36 12 14 62
10 Metarya 36 10 16 62
11 Prabbasa 16 8 16 40

Sr. Name of Name of his Father's Name Mother's Name | About what he had doubt

No. Ganadhara Village/ City

01 Indrabhuti Gobara Vasubhuti Pruthvi Soul

02 Agnibhuti Gobara Vasubhuti Pruthvi Karma

03 Vayubhuti Gobara Vasubhuti Pruthvi Identity of body and soul.

04 Vyakta Kullaga Dharmapriya Varuni Five material Elements.

05 Sudharma Kullaga Dhammila Bhaddila Rebirth

06 Mandita Maurya Dhanadeva Vijaya Bondage

07 Mauryaputra Maurya Maurya Vijaya Gods

08 Akampita Mithila Deva Jayanti Infernal beings

09 Achalabhrata Kaushala Vasu Nanda Auspicious karma

10 Metarya Vachchhapura Datta Varunadevi Other world

11 Prabhasa Rajagruhi Bala Abhibhadra Liberation
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Lord Mahavir
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Samavasarana - The celestial assembly

Name The time Before The year Day Guijarati Place The state
from Vikrama before Month
present Era Christ

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Auspicious before 2569 544 600 B.C. Ashadh Shukla Brahmin The state
occasion of years, Paksha 6th day kundagam of Videha
descent 9 months Nagara [N.Bihar]

and 7 1/2 days

Auspicious before 543 599 B.C. Chaitra Shukla Kshatriya The state
occasion of 2569 Paksha 13th day |kundagam of Videha
birth years Nagara [N.Bihar]
Auspicious before 513 569 B.C. Kartik Krishna Kshatriya The state
occasion of 2539 Paksha kundagam of Videha
initiation years 10th day Nagara [N.Bihar]
IAuspicious before 501 557 B.C. Vaishakh Shukla  [The town Present
occasion of 2527 Paksha of Jrim - state of
absolute years 10th day bhika (on Bihar
enlightenment the bank
the state of of the river
lomniscience Rujuvalika
Physical before 471 527 B.C Aso Pavapuri Present
redemption 2497 Krishna state of
Nirvana i.e. years Paksha Bihar
end of Last day
earthly life [Amavas]

Only the one who has transcended
fear can experience equanimity.

Mahavira (Sutrakrtanga 1/2/2/1
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Bhagwan Mahavir Upasargas:

No. | Year Place Type
1 1 Kumar Gram Impending attack by cowherds
2 1 Asthika Gram From Shoolpani
3 2 Near Uttar Vachala Chandakaushika the serpent rushing to bite
4 2 Surabhipur From god Sudanshtra
5 4 Chorak Dipping in the well
6 5 Kalambuka Tied with rope and bitten
7 5 - Harassment in the Anarya region of Lodha-
8 6 Kupika Sannivesha Beating and arrest
9 6 Shalishirsha Katputna Vyantri (goblins)
10 8 Lohargala Detention
11 9 The vajra Shuddha Bhumi of the Ladha- | Ordeal from men
12 11 | The Polas Chaitya of Pedhala Gram of 20 ordeals from Sangam hanging at Tosli etc.
13 13 | Shanmani Hammering the thich grass spikes in the ears
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3905 Arc Street
Houston, TX 77063

Phone : 713-789-2338

E-Mail : ecjsh@jain-houston.org

Regular Hours of Operation:

Monday - Friday : 7:30AM to 11:30AM

3:30PM to 7:30PM
Saturday : 8:00AM to 6:00PM
Sunday : 8:00AM to 6:00PM

(Temple hours are subject to change)

Jain Society of Houston is non-profit religious organiza-
tion in Compliance with Section 501(C)(3) of IRS.
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